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DISTRICT 4-L1 SHOWS AND REWARDS THE SPIRIT OF SERVICE 

Lions Club donates $500 to help students in Gujarat, India 

 

By Kristina Blüm 

Register Staff 

 

The Bishop Lions Club has once again reached around the world to touch the lives of   

children in India. 

Harry Bhakta, owner of the Elms Motel and member of the Bishop Lions Club, is                 

originally from the Gujarat state in western India. Bhakta visits Gujarat every few years.  

During each of Bhakta’s last three visits to India, the Bishop Lions Club has donated 

$500 to help the Madhi Lions Club sponsor local girls to go to school in the village of 

Syadla.  

During his most recent visit to India in February, Bhakta once again brought a $500 gift 

from the Bishop Lions Club.  

“This donation proves that not only is the Bishop Lions Club a vital contributor to their own community, but it shows their 

commitment to Lions Club principles throughout the world,” Steven Morgan, second vice governor for Lions district 4-L1 

said Friday. “I just congratulate them for this contribution and as their second vice district governor, I am very proud of 

them.” 

The school that the Madhi Lions Club helps sponsor is a part of the lowest caste. It is a school for both boys and girls but the 

Madhi Lions Club focuses their efforts specificity on the female students, helping give them a better chance in life. 

“These girls are the minority of the minorities,” Bhakta said. “They are the outcasts of society.”  

The Madhi Lions Club has been sponsoring students for the past 20 years, taking on new first grade students as the older girls 

graduate from eighth grade.   

Bhakta said that the $500 donation exchanges to 33,350 rupees. The daily wage for the average manual laborer is 60 rupees, which equates 

to less than one American dollar.  

In order for a child to go to school, they must pay a yearly registration fee of 50-100 rupees. The students are required to wear uniforms, 

which can cost as much as 500 rupees, not including the cost for shoes. Bhakta said that it is not uncommon for students to hand down their 

uniforms as they grow out of them, nor is it uncommon for the students to be barefoot because they do not have shoes. 

“Besides paying for school registration, they have to buy their own school books and stationary,” Bhakta said. “Some families can not 

afford the registration or school text books, then the child has to drop out of School.                                     (CONTINUED ON BACK 



 

 

Greetings from the LCI Convention in Fukuoka. I am very thankful to all of you for making this a very 
successful year for me and and the District. With your support we are ending the year with positive 
membership, one new club and four Spot Vision screeners plus three purchased by individual clubs 
for a total of seven in the District. These devices will give our clubs many new projects to serve our 
communities. 

 

While here in Fukuoka, I was informed that a raging fire was destroying properties and homes in the 
desert near Lake Isabella. I immediately contacted LCIF here and requested a disaster relief grant of 
$10,000. Within twelve hours and in the middle of the night, that request was approved. That is the 
power of our LCI Foundation. This year alone it has contributed a total of $28,000 to our District. 

 

I know that at this time a request has gone out asking for donations and support for the displaced 
victims of the fire and I also know that our District will come through like it always has.  Remember as we get through this, the role LCIF plays 
in giving back to our communities. When you start looking at your charity donations don't forget LCIF. It is our foundation. 

 

This is my last District Governor's message during my 2015-16 tenure. I will not say goodbye because all of you have become my friends and 
I will continue to visit your clubs and encourage your use of our Spot Vision Screeners for the benefit of the children in our communities. 

        Warm regards, 

        DG Fredy Perez 
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Hola!   (turn to your neighbor and shake hands, hug or kiss 
or whatever, and 
repeat HOLA! On 3..1,2 3.. 
 
This may or may not rhyme,                                                                                                                                                        
But it's ADIOS time!                                                                                                                                                      
Dr. Fredy a year ago took the reins                                                                                                                                   
And put up with all your pains                                                                                                                                      
And served us well on his dime. 
 
What all he accomplished can't be summarized here                                                                                                   
And the number of Lions and people he touched will appear                                                                                                         
In a District report and a new 2016-2017 directory catalog                                                                                                      
So many names the printer will clog 
But we have no lingering reason to fear! 
 
Dr. Fredy becomes our newest  PDG                                    
And secretly maybe so with glee                                     
His smile distinctly continues                                                 
Throughout all our convention venues                                    
All the while he's dreaming HE'S FREE! 
 
Not to be so                                     
Lions that way don't go,                                      
He's got committees to serve                                 
Applauding those who deserve                          
And accounting for his year's budgeted dough! 
 
Now a collective ADIOS from:                                                                
Grace and Steven and Marion and Nile,                          
(who always went that extra mile!)                                                          
Eva and Esau and Carol and Ginny,                
These people served Fredy without a whinney,        
                                              
Glenn and Aurelia and Owen and Dionisio                             
(rhyming with that ain't easy-o)                                
Then there's Scott and Terry and Susan and Kenny            
(more to come and we got many!)                                                               
PDG David and PDG Lita and PDG Ron,                                 
(Give us a song??!!)                                              
Journalist Sondra and prayer-giver PDG Pam,                            
(who lives with and loves that funny PDG Man!                                           
Web-footed Donald and humorous Stan, 
Fine-collecting PDG David and advisor PDG Dudley, 
(whose wife Gail is so awfully cuddly!) 
 
Whew!  That's enough for you! 
 
Now we are about to enter the Age of Grace, 
And be ready for a whole new pace, 
Sure hope that single slate ballot works, 
And the election goes without any quirks, 
And Lionishly our new leader-ess we'll embrace! 
 
Stan Smith 

HAVING 

SAKE IN 

OSAKA! 

NEW FRIENDS! 

WAITING FOR 

THE PARADE! 



LION OF THE YEAR                                                       

GAIL ADAMS 





(STORY FROM FRONT PAGE) 

“There are 40 girls the Madhi Lions have adopted,” Bhakta said. “The girls also stay at the school; one of the classrooms has been converted 

into a dormitory. There are no beds, the girls have to sleep on the floor. Some of them cannot even afford their own blankets.”  

Bhakta said the girls come from tribal areas anywhere from 15 to 30 miles from the school and are unable to pay for public transportation. They 

stay at their school during the weekend.   

Bhakta said there is one teacher, Anilaben Chaudery who is responsible for the health and welfare of the female students. She stays with the 

students throughout the school year, and is only allowed to go home for summer break.  

“She is not just a teacher for them, also she plays the role as a mother, friend, and counselor,” Bhakta said.  

After the students graduate from eighth grade, Bhakta said the foundation has been established for them. Some are then able to apply for a grant 

from the Indian government that allows them move up in the education system. 

“When the get a donation, the principal, teachers and students really appreciate it,” Bhakta said. “Without donations, they cannot function 

properly. They get government funding but it is not enough.”  

In a letter addressed to the Bishop Lions Club, the principal and staff of the primary school in Syadla thanked the Bishop Lions for their contri-

bution to the students in India.  

“Forty girls are getting education here,” the letter states, “With the kind efforts of Mr. Harry Bhakta, the school has been donated considerable 

amount of money by Bishop Lions Club, California, for the welfare of these children. This will be very helpful to these girls for education as 

well as to satisfy their needs.”  

The letter went on to praise the Bishop Lions for their outreach, “We think your organization does an amazing job. May your organization pro-

gress more and more doing such social work.”   

In addition to benefiting the students, some of the money donated to the Madhi Lions Club was used to purchase a stretcher for the railway 

station, where injuries on the tracks are not uncommon.  

Morgan said that India has the second largest community of the Lions Club International. India also has the fastest growing community of Li-

ons in the world. There are 240,000 Lions members in India, spread throughout 6,400 clubs. The state of California has approximately 20,000 

Lions Club members, while the Bishop Club has upwards of 83.  

The Madhi Lions Club consists of 14 members. Bhakta said that the motto of the Lions Club in India is Service Through Unity. 

Bhakta also brought a friendship banner from the Bishop Lions Club, which was presented to the Madhi Club. Bhakta said he is not sure when 

he will be able to return next but he will go, “whenever God says go.”  

RECOGNITION 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:  It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as the 4-L1 Today editor!  The best is yet to come!     

         ——-2nd VDG Sondra Tersigni 

GOVERNOR’S NUMBER ONE CLUB  

PALMDALE 

REPORTING ON STUDENT SPEAKER FOUNDATION 

Once again District 4-L1 has surpassed expectations for our annual contributions.   

Thank you to you all!      VDG Steven Morgan 


